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Darley’s jewel in the

Victorian crown

Darley Australia’s purchase of Woodlands Stud has grabbed the headlines
while Darley Victoria has quietly put its stamp on an historic racing property.

SARAH PEATLING reports.

Ai ¥ou arrlve at the magnificent property near Soymour
in north-east Victoria, you are greeted by rich green
pasture and post and rail fencing Hned by huge age-oid
Qum trees, but there's an even richer history to be found
by any tharoughbred lover as you make your way along
the peaceful sweeping drive to the hemestead,

Stretching over 1200 acres of both natural and beautifully
manileured landscape, this is the home of Darley Victaria
and base to six stallions throughout the 2008 breeding

season - Reset (533,000), Hard Spun (533,000}, Dubai
Destination ($22,0000, Any Given Saturday [$22,000),
Consolidator [513,750) and Gonski (57700),

Freviously known as Northwood Park, this is where Barry
and Midge Gritiths farmed the land for almaost three
decades and originally whore A.G. Hunteér stood a string of
successful sires from 1903 Windbag, the great gallopoer wha
wient on to sire champion miler Chatham, is buried hore,




Abewe fram Jeft: Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Moktoum, Jahn Ferguson, Olly Tait and Henry Plumptre.

Darey Australia had been in talks for up o four vears with the
Griffitihs’ before the family inally decided to sell a majoriny of their
propefty 1o the world's Biggest raging and breading emping in
Apil 2006,

ith Diarley hantineg qrowen &7 Such B rapid rane Both intermationally
and in the Hurmér Valley, the company Siw an opportunity fo set
up in Victoria, a5 Stud Director Henry Plumpire explained.

"W palkoed about a number of propenies, howeever this onewas the
jeswned in the crosam. Wee Inheerited a place which had been sparingly
run, with fresh geound, good undulation and natural water souces.
Ancther thing which was priceless was that it s covered with trees,
Ty of thesn that AG Hunber wouk] hawe planted, somme of them
up t 100 years olid, 1 & pricedess commadity.”

e seniod communication channels at Darey Australia are
relatheely  dienple, Victorian-based Plumptre. who has spent
decades working a5 a highly respected bloodsiock consultant
and stud manager (n the UK, Europe, Asla and Australla, repaorts
to General Manager Olly Tan, who reports 1o Chief Bloodiack
Advisor John Fergustn. Ferguson commmunicates with Darley™
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e, HEH Sheikh Mohammed bin Hachad Al Makpoum, ©n a
WANETY of tooies, decisions and Issues thar need 1o be disoussed,
Mot mary decldons dre made without Ferguion

A irstin tive hari@aman with 3 desp passion or endurance riding,
Sherikch Moharmemed visited Australia In 1538 to watch Faithiul 50n
run seventh in the Melbourme ':..,El. ¥ivth nis comimetmeents as the
Rulerof Cubai, it ts dffacult for the Sheikh to leave Dulbai these days,
noweyer Flumpire poinied out that he has 3 5060 backup 1eam
in Tait and Fergusan (1o namse but twoy and is codely imasbaed
in what happening in Australia, The redent mega-million dollar
purchase of the ingham bloodstock empiee Woodlands Stud s a
Ehime axampds

“Sheikh Mohammed hofds Austrakian racing in a wery high regasd.
The fact that people are largely interested of irvelved, 1o him is a
wery o thing,” said Flumpte

“One of the great things abouwt being in the Darley 1eam is that
wihile themes nol & open cheque ook, Shelkkh Mohamied 5
a man who Bk 1o D hospitabde nd provide the best posdble
facilties without segregating the market, 50 we're allcwed to put
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a ot of thought into deweloping these facilities. Wi did the best
Tt we conabd at Abevdesn and the et up in Viciona is similar 1o
Abesdeen ahhough smaller,” added Mumptne,

Sirce offially opening in August 2006, Darley Victora facilities
hane developed significantly and now include a high-peak ceiing
first-Class stallion ban with six spacious bakes, post and rail fencang
acnoss 3 majonty of the farm, two covering sheds coated with
mubber shawings, stallion pacdccks, a four-horse walker, ard mate
up paddocks for manes, foals and yeadings which sees the siock
iotate around the fam in an anti-Clodkwise direction, sLarting
fioam the pre-foaling, foaling and post-foaling wnits. As the foals
gat bigger and the mares mowe further into thel pregnancy, they
move frther out 1 mone spaciows grounds in the rectanguls
shaped propeny, The highly respected Dr Angus McKinnon and
his eearn frarm Gowlburn Valley Equine Hospital aCt 25 resident vets
for Darley.

“Thiee's plenty of acrisage for the horses heve” said Plempiie.
“Breeding horses in Australia is mot about what they get out of the
qround, it's about development and giving them space. The Kiwis
and Irish get it out of the ground and generally most of their Fanms
operate on 250 acres, Australla doesnt have the climate for that
sort of farming, $0 e asset i ipace. Dur wholes breed s gaared
torwwants edly dewelogenent.

“Cur fencing has been a kg process and millions hive o
inte it, however fencing i an imestment and not far off a good
iFripaTion Systern in term of adding vales 1o the land

With speling and pre trining costs iing, Darley & about o
complete & speling complex of its own which will incorporate
some of the best landscape and shade on the place.

Faciities for huamankind include a dreamy view of the Australian
langscape whereser you look, a five bedroom fully senovated
homestead with verandah and swimming pool for guests and
clierts, a newly bullt staff office, dining area and kitchen whee
thwee-course meals are prepared dailly for staff by an in-house chef,

Matt Hill, who has spent numenous years vworking at Darey’s LK
stud base Dialhsam Hall, will join the Seymour property this season as
Head Farm Manager with caperienced stud master Dandcd Collison
a5 second-in-charge, Sucenlul syndicator Angdrew Makiy wil
join Dardey Victoda in nominaticns while Katy Moofe and Adam
Brayshaw make up the rest of the Victorian-based sales team,

Like so many other studs, the equine influenza outbresi
urdonunately prevented Dadey from standing #s full roster n
Wictoria last year, however thane was one bensficiary on the farm
who made the maost out of the epidemic. Staloes winning son of
Darehil, Gonski, enjoyed 205 mares [ast season, covering up 19
four per day. Hopefully, his progeny will progress successfully 1o
thea trachk as winming twa and thise year okl in COmng years.

The amounk of imeested capital that a keading international Rgure
such a3 Sheikh Mohammed has ploughed into the Austraian
thoroughbred industry n recent years speaks vohame for the
cuirent and futune dirsction of this industry. B
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