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BREEDING

DESTINATION
VICTORIA

Darley Consolidates even turther

Story by Nathan Exelby

ITH YET ANOTHER high profile stallion crossing
the Murray and heading 1o the Hunter Valley this
season, Darley Stud has decided o reverse the
rrerud, selling up a hase in Vieloria
It was announced lost month that Testa Rossa would be leaving
Victoria and heading to Vinery Stid this year
He follows a growing line of Victorian success stories that
subsequently moved to the Hunter, the most notable of course being
Encosta De Lago, who rose to prominence at Blue Gum Farm, bu
now stands at Coolmore a3 the second most expensive stallion in
the: land.
Bugahe Victorians had a couple of wins of their own last month
Bews of Darleys move into Viciorin came ai the same time as
Caplfield Guineas winner God's Own was secured for the state,
where he will reside at Yallambee Saud
Ardd Darley has pulled no punches with ihe five horses it is
sending south, highlighted by Reset, the unbeaten duaal Group 1
winner who did all of his racing in Melbourne
[he son af Zabeel and outstanding mare Assertive Lass stands at a
fee of £33,000 and will be joined by Dubai Destination ($22,000),
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Street Cry (516,500), Country Reel ($7700) and the Siorm Cat
stallion Consolidater (513,750}, who {5 ane of just twa new season
grallions a1 Darley Australia in 2006

Darley has scquired Morthwood Park, a propenty situated on the
Coulburmn River ai Seymour, to be home of its Victorian operation

In preparation lor the 2006 season Darley has improved some af
the existing infrastructure to make the farm capable of standing
stallioms

The immediate attention will be focused on the stallion bam and
paddocks, covering shed, artivals area and velting area

Heyond 2006, Darley’s intention is for the Vicvorian stud 1o mirmor
the existing Huntee Valley stud, with the focus remalning on the
business of standing stailions.

Improvementis such as an office, purpese-built stallion complex,
foaling unit, yearling barn and fencing are medium to long-term
development projects.

Oliver Talt, Darleys Auwstralian General Manager, sald ix was a
logical meve for the organisation

“Victoria has o very strong racing industry, which combined with
many other Eerors such as a I‘.|I.'1||h:|- local economy, make it a very



aptractive and exeiling part of Australia for us
1o incresse our partiripmu:-n ir,™ Tadr sabd.

“Wictoria is heme 10 many breeders who
own a large population of superior quality
mares, many of whom have given our
stallions tremendous support in previous
yEars, 5¢ i1 seems a natural progression for us.

“ln additkon, the sales in Victoria, particu
larly the yearling sales, continwe 10 go from
strengih fo0 strength and are  obviously
‘SI.I!'I']:h.'II'll‘il h:,' thee Boscal prl:-diul.'l.

“By standing stallions in Yictoria o
stallions become more accessible and more
eastly accessexd by our clients and potential
clicnis

“It also demonstrates our long term supqron
and sonsalidates our seviows commitment o
Australasia’s breeding and racing Indusiry”

Tait said the Super Wobis structane had no bearing on the move
it Victoria

“However, we certainly scknowledge that breeder incentive
schemes are mmpariant o our cliemis and hl:'-1|'|!'l-}' for the TR,
indusiry in general, £o it s definitely an sdditional benelit we can
participate in and contribute 1o VOEBIS,” hi sad.

Darley have carefully chosen those sires they believe will be best
suited in Vicloria

*Choosing which stallions would be standing in Victoria was the
mos important decision we have made so far,” Tal says

“VICTORIA HAS A
VERY 5STRONG
RACING INDUSTRY,
WHICH MAKES IT A
VERY ATTRACTIVE
AND EXCITING
PART OF AUSTRALIA
FORUSTO
INCREASE OUR
PARTICIPATION IN."

MENTiN (IR WFOETRIE

‘Selecting precisely the right combination
of stallions is imperative and we spent a ot of
fyme omn fnrmuLllmH the carrect mix,

*Chur clients require different arribures in
stallloms, such as race record, sire-line, lee,
origin and stage of career and we feel we have
chosen a very highly-credentialled group ol
stallions that will savisfy those requiremenis.”

Feset was an obvious choice

He was undefeated in live starts in Victona,
highlighted by his win over, among others,
Starcralt and Elvstroem, in the Group |
Australinn Guineas

Renowned as a sire making roe, its s al
winners include successful stallions like
Military Flume, Plying Spur, Pins o Reset's
owm champiom sire, Zabeel.

Reset meside it a Growup | double next outing
to be his final stan — easily winning the Futurity Stakes against older
horses,

Broodmare owners rushed 1o suppon lim when retired 1o Dardey’s
Hunter Valley base

He covered 146 mares on debut in 2004 and another 140 last year

His list of first season marrons included star mares like Bold
Promise (dam of Gl winners Merlene and Miss Pennymoney),
Danelagh, Gold Loney, Juanmo, Singeing Lamp, Songline (dam of
Sunlisie), Starsruck and Tully Thunder,

in what turmed our

o



DARLEY’S INTENTION IS FOR THE VICTORIAN
STUD TO MIRROR THE EXISTING HUNTER VALLEY
STUD, WITH THE FOCUS REMAINING ON THE
BUSINESS OF STANDING STALLIONS.
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The list was equally impressive last year, with Bold Promise and
Songline agakn, together with Dubai Ice, Lady Jakeo, Mango Dabquird,
Dur Fiction, River Crossing, Show Of Force and 50 Gomgeous

Dulbal Destination also heads south after two vears shutling 10
the Hunfer

His first scason book oumbered 139 and broodmare owners
assured he easily wopped the century mark agein in his second
LERLOTN,

The son of Kingmambo was an imposing racehorse and boasts a
[ormline that no other can.

He, in fact, was the last horse 1o beat Rock Of Gibraliar in Europe,
beefore that horse went on a Grou p 1 winning rampage

And Dubai Destination beat him easily - running away from the
Danehill colu a1 the end of the Group 2 Champagne Stakes {1400m)
mi Dromcaster.

His threesyear-old season was pestricted o just the one start, but
ai four, he renurned and lived up 1o the Group 1 tag thar his
S50 5million pricetag demanded.

Im the Group | Queen Anne Stakes (1600m) at Ascor, he ablites-
pied Gl winners like Right Approach, Where Or When, Victory
Moon and the Worlds highest rated horse of that year, Hawk Wing,
by a widening fowr lengths,

Dubai Destinption is from the same family as Agnes World and
proven Australian sire Red Ransom,

Dubai World Cup winner Sireer Cry returns for his fourth season
in Australia

His yearlings sold wp to $210,000 in Australin this yvear amd
averaged $62,500 across all sales.

He is regarded &5 the best son of sire of sires Machiavellian and s
from the same outstanding family as Shamardal,

Country Beel, a son of Danzig, was a Group 2 winner at two and
is from a half-sister 1o outstanding sire Anabaa

Like Reset and Dubai Destination, he oo is standing his third
season in Australia this year.

Rounding out the Victorian quintet is Consolidator, a powerful
chestmt son of Sterm Ca

A $US1.25million yearling, Consolidator was a Group 1 winner of
the Breeders' Puturity Sakes a1 pwo,

At three, he obliterated his oppositon - which included
subsequent Kentucky Derby winmer Giacomo = in the G2 San Felipe
Stakes (1700m)} by a widening six and a half lengihs.

“World-class racehorses like Dubai Destination and Beser are two
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stallions with impeccable race records: Country Reel was a 20
Sprinter, wheresis Sereet Ly, whios was alep a Iup-clm Ju'.'.|'_-r'|||:|:1 Wiks
rated the best in the world at four,” Tait said.

“Street Cry ollers breeders a last-track o success glven his lirse-
crop will turn twe in August this year, and Consolidator possesses
that first-season sire appeal,

*Country Reel, Dubal Destination, Consolidator and Street Cry
are shuitle stallions so Reser injecis some Australinn favour,

‘A wide variety of sire-lines are also represented, such as Mr.
Frospecior, Storm Cat, Danzig and Zabeel: and our fees range from
S7700 for Country Beel 1o 533,000 for Reser”

Tadr says in is lkely the five horses chosen will continue 1o stand
in ¥ictoria, rather than being swapped with sthers,

"Ar the moment the sallions standing in Victoria will probably
become permanent resbdemis of Vicioria,” he said,

“We aim 10 build up a strong following of these stallions from the
local marker. However, we are also encouraging breeders to send
their mares from NSW to our stallions in Vicloria and vice versa,”

Tait is lecking lorward to building & successful operation in
Victoria, following in the footsteps of what lias been achieved since
serting up in New South Wales five vears ago

“The Victorian indusiry has reacted very positively to onr move,”
le saiil.

*The Victorians understand and appreciate the opportunities
assoclated with '|:|.a'|.'i.r|5 an organisation like Darley, and the stallions
that Darley stand, in their back-yard a
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